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Fire Danger Raised to MODERATE in Missoula County— 

Outdoor Burning to Close July 3rd  

 

Missoula, MT, July 3 – Due to increasing temperatures, reduced precipitation, and drying vegetation, wildland 

fire officials with the Missoula County Fire Protection Association (MCFPA) have raised the fire danger within 
Missoula County to MODERATE, effective immediately. When fire danger is moderate, fires readily start in 
open, dry grassland and will burn and spread quickly on windy days. Most timber fires will spread slowly to 
moderately. Residents and visitors are asked to use caution, especially as they enjoy the outdoors this 
upcoming Independence Day. On average, three out of every four wildfires in Missoula County are human 
caused. The top causes being debris and open burning, escaped or abandoned campfires, equipment or 
vehicle use, and fireworks. Fireworks are prohibited on all federal and state public lands, private classified as 
forest lands, Missoula City and on City Open Space lands, and Missoula County 
Parks and County-managed Recreation Areas. Visit 
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/1763/Fireworks for information on novelty fireworks 
that are allowed within Missoula City limits. Know before you go by visiting 
www.MCFPA.org for further local information and www.MTFireInfo.org for 
information on fire restrictions in place throughout the state, as well as 
information on current active fires and wildfire preparedness. 
 
All outdoor burning in Missoula County, which includes the General, Essential Agriculture, and Prescribed 
Wildland Outdoor Burning seasons, will close effective July 3rd.  
 
“Now that it’s the first part of July, we need to start focusing our attention on resource availability and fire 
season readiness. Despite a rainy spring, there has been plenty of favorable conditions for homeowners to 
complete their debris burning. It is time to restrict the risk of human cause starts especially as conditions are 
trending hotter and drier,” explains Beau Maciag, Area Assistant Fire Management Officer with the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation’s Southwestern Land Office 
 
Closing open burning when fire danger goes up and conditions are dry helps to reduce the chance of those 
unwanted wildfires. One less spark is one less wildfire!         
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